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Memorandum 
 
TO:   Di st r i ct  Di r ect or s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Manager s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Super vi sor s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Speci al i st s 
 
FROM:  Donal d J.  Al exander ,  Di r ect or  
  Di v i s i on of  Onsi t e Sewage and Wat er  Ser vi ces 
 
SUBJECT: Di schar gi ng Sewage Tr eat ment  Syst ems Not  Regi st er ed Under  

t he VPDES Gener al  Per mi t  Oper at i ng Wi t hout  A Cur r ent  
I ndi v i dual  VPDES Per mi t   

  Discharge - Permits - Enforcement 
 
 Af t er  t he adopt i on of  t he Al t er nat i ve Di schar gi ng Sewage 
Tr eat ment  Syst em Regul at i ons f or  I ndi v i dual  Si ngl e Fami l y 
Dwel l i ngs,  cer t ai n i mpl ement at i on and enf or cement  i ssues wer e 
i dent i f i ed by sever al  l ocal  heal t h depar t ment s.   A Di schar ge Task 
For ce was cr eat ed t o addr ess t hose i ssues.   Thi s GMP i s a r esul t  
of  t he t ask f or ce' s ef f or t s.  
 
 Sect i on 1. 3,  " Scope of  t he Regul at i ons" ,  of  t he Al t er nat i ve 
Di schar gi ng Sewage Tr eat ment  Regul at i ons f or  Si ngl e Fami l y 
Dwel l i ngs l i mi t s t he appl i cat i on of  t hese r egul at i ons t o syst ems 
and owner s havi ng Depar t ment  of  Envi r onment al  Qual i t y ( DEQ)  
appr oved r egi st r at i on st at ement s under  t he VPDES Gener al  Per mi t .  
 
 Local  heal t h depar t ment s may or  may not  be awar e of  
di schar ge syst ems i n oper at i on t hat  do not  have a val i d oper at i on 
per mi t  or  Cer t i f i cat e t o Oper at e ( CTO)  under  t he VPDES pr ogr ams 
admi ni st er ed by t he Depar t ment  of  Heal t h ( VDH)  and DEQ due t o t he 
f ai l ur e of  t he owner s t o secur e an i ndi v i dual  VPDES per mi t  or  t o 
r egi st er  under  t he Gener al  Per mi t .   I f  t he l ocal  heal t h 
depar t ment  becomes awar e of  such a syst em t hr ough a compl ai nt  or  
ot her  nor mal  act i v i t i es,  t he pr oper t y owner s shal l  be not i f i ed by 
cer t i f i ed mai l  t hat  a per mi t  i s  r equi r ed under  § 32. 1- 164 of  t he 
Code of  Vi r gi ni a and § 1. 8 of  t he Sewage Handl i ng and Di sposal  
Regul at i ons.   The l ocal  heal t h depar t ment  shal l  al so i nf or m t hem 
of  what  act i ons ar e necessar y on t he par t  of  t he owner s t o obt ai n  
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t he pr oper  per mi t .   A copy of  al l  cor r espondence shal l  be sent  t o 
t he appr opr i at e r egi onal  DEQ- Wat er  Di v i s i on of f i ce.  
 
 I f  wi t hi n a r easonabl e l engt h of  t i me t he syst em owner s do 
not  obt ai n t he r equi r ed per mi t ,  a not i ce of  v i ol at i on l et t er  
shal l  be sent  t o t he syst em owner s i nf or mi ng t hem t hat  oper at i on 
 of  a di schar ge syst em wi t hout  a per mi t  i s  a v i ol at i on of  § 32. 1-
164 of  t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a and § 1. 8 of  t he Sewage Handl i ng and 
Di sposal  Regul at i ons and t hat  f ai l ur e t o obt ai n a per mi t  may 
r esul t  i n VDH t aki ng enf or cement  act i on agai nst  t hem.   I f  wi t hi n 
a r easonabl e l engt h of  t i me t he syst em owner s st i l l  do not  obt ai n 
t he r equi r ed per mi t ,  t he l ocal  heal t h depar t ment  shoul d t hen t ake 
appr opr i at e enf or cement  act i on.  
 
 
pc:  Of f i ce of  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Ser vi ces 
 Cal  M.  Sawyer ,  Ph. D.  
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